Diagnosis and treatment of intracardiac thrombosis during orthotopic liver transplantation.
Intracardiac thrombus formation during orthotopic liver transplantation can be a catastrophic event leading to death. Most often this devastating complication occurs after reperfusion and may be related to massive blood transfusion, marginal liver grafts, tendencies towards hypercoagulability, or the potential role of antifibrinolytics. We report a case of an intracardiac thrombus occurring during the hepatectomy stage (stage I) of orthotopic liver transplantation. Transesophageal echocardiography was used to quickly diagnose the thrombus, allowing rapid pharmacological intervention and later guide surgical evacuation of the intracardiac thrombus via the inferior vena cava.